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Abstract

The postwar West German government needed to rehabilitate the German military not only
among NATO allies but also in the eyes of its own population. To that end, it cultivated a new
redemptive postwar patriotism, which saw the issuance of commemorative stamps on the
twentieth anniversary of the July 20, 1944, plot to assassinate Hitler at his Wolf’s Lair in East
Prussia. The series included the most controversial protagonist in that failed attempt, Colonel
Claus Count von Stauffenberg (1907-1944), who was executed the next day. General Ludwig Beck
(1880-1944) was likewise arrested for his involvement in the July 20th plot and shot the very same
day. The series also included Helmuth James Count von Moltke (1907-1945), a German jurist and
founding member of the Kreisau Circle, an influential group in the German resistance to Hitler. A
member of one of Germany’s most prestigious noble families, this younger Moltke was also the
great-grandnephew of Helmuth von Moltke the Elder (1800-1891), the storied Prussian field
marshal from the Franco-Prussian War who represented a famous brand of historic German
militarism.

Other well-known figures included the young Munich university student Sophie Scholl (1921-1943),
who was executed along with other members of the student resistance group known as the White
Rose in 1943, and the Lutheran pastor and theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1906-1945). The other
figures include a mixture of political and religious dissidents. The eight individuals who were
commemorated were all murdered during the Third Reich. By grouping various individual resisters
into one overarching, undifferentiated German resistance movement, the stamp series put military
resisters on a par with widely revered student resisters and clergymen.
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