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Abstract

Who had the “air sovereignty” to broadcast and reach the population was a matter of great
significance in the competition between the two German states and their respective systems. The
RIAS [Rundfunk im amerikanischen Sektor], which translates as Radio in the American Sector, was
a West Berlin radio station founded by the American military administration. Between 1946 and
1993, it broadcast two radio programs. The GDR government criticized RIAS as a Western
propaganda tool. Pictured below is an East German receipt reflecting payment of the necessary
fees to obtain a license to listen to the radio. (It is still customary in Germany for citizens to pay
mandatory fees in support of public broadcasting.) The receipt, which was marked with its own
message (“RIAS lies, truth wins out!”), served as a physical reminder of Western radio’s perceived
lack of integrity.
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