GERMAN HISTORY
INTERSECTIONS

Walter Gropius, Conceptual Diagram of the
Bauhaus Curriculum (1923)

Abstract

One particularly innovative element of the Bauhaus curriculum was the Preliminary Course
[Vorlehre], a semester-long introductory course represented by the outermost ring of this circular
diagram by Walter Gropius. In it, first-year students learned the basics of color, form, and
composition, and experimented with different materials. After the successful completion of the
Preliminary Course, students advanced to one of the workshops (stone, wood, metal, clay, glass,
color, or textiles), where, for three years, they received advanced instruction in form in one craft.
The workshops offered students a chance to put the lessons of the Preliminary Course into
practice. Especially talented students who progressed beyond the workshop stage then received

instruction in architecture [Bau], which represented the central core of the curriculum.
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