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Abstract

In his Copper Bible, the Swiss physician and natural scientist Johann Jakob Scheuchzer (1672-1733)
explained natural phenomena with the help of biblical narratives. Copperplate engravings no.
45-49 feature mountains and rock faces from the Swiss Alps, as well as plant and animal fossils.
Scheuchzer interpreted the fossil skeleton in plate no. 49 (XLIX) as the remains of a man who had
drowned in the biblical flood. Later, the French naturalist Georges Cuvier classified the fossil as an
extinct giant salamander (Andrias scheuchzeri). Scheuchzer regarded his discoveries as empirical
evidence of the biblical flood. As he understood it, mountains were submerged in the wake of the
flood. When the water retreated, dead prehistoric animals, humans, and plants were left behind
and eventually became fossilized in the mountains.
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