
Abraham Ortelius, The World under a Fool’s
Cap (c. 1587)
Abstract

This map from Abraham Ortelius’ Theatrum orbis terrarum from 1587 represents the world as the
face of a hooded fool. The motto “Nosce te ipsum” (know thyself) refers to the way in which people
form an image of the world – whether through thought or the power of imagination. The other
Latin inscriptions speak to the quest for worldly power and the transience of cartographic
knowledge. The map reminds viewers to question their own worldview and to strive for self-
knowledge (i.e. not be a fool). 

Source

Source: World map as the face of a hooded fool, from Abraham Ortelius, Theatrum orbis terrarum (1587). Colored
copperplate engraving, c. 1587. Print Collection, German National Museum, Nuremberg.
http://objektkatalog.gnm.de/objekt/La213
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